Minutes of Parish committee meeting 20th May 2010
Held in Baptistery at St Teresa’s Church at 7:00pm
Present :- Fr J Hayes, P.Cochrane (Chair), M. Callander , E. Blount, P Dickson, C. Ferguson, G Ferguson, R. Ferguson, B. Gardiner, T Harkness, W Hiddleston, J Lawson, P Marshall, M McEwan, E. Robertson, F Smith, J Smith, J Turner, C Wilkinson, E.. Woodman
1. Apologies - N. Caven, T Gooch
2. Paula welcomed everyone with thanks to Peggy and Terry for supplying the tea. Father Jim opened the meeting with a prayer.
3. A.O.B. was identified 
4. Fr John’s memorial, a decision is needed soon if we are to have this by the first anniversary. Suggestions are a) Stained glass window, b) A pulpit. After discussion it was decided that a pulpit made of Creetown Granite to match the Table of the word and Eucharist should be purchased and dedicated to Fr John. A spiritual/theological parish library will be set up to include Fr John’s books, some have also been received from St Andrews which may be added to this. J Lawson suggested that the 13th century Holywood Church bells might be acquired for St Teresa’s. Fr Jim suggested that there may be difficulties with local laws regarding noise. J Lawson will investigate. 
5. Gift for Fr Philip Kitchen. G Ferguson is investigating this and will inform the committee as soon as it has been sourced.
6. Canon McSorley’s Jubilee a gift will be sent from parish funds of £200.
7. Parish Children / Youth work
7 a) there will be a gathering after mass it is hoped that the young people might commit to running their own youth programme.
B) Songs of praise Sunday 6th of June children will select and sing their favourite hymns and may be interviewed in the style of the BBC Songs of Praise this will be followed by a BBQ all parents carers and friends are welcome there will be no cost. Thanks are offered in advance to the Ladies Guild for their support.
c) Youth for Lourdes and World youth Days Cameron Ferguson is representing the parish though preparing for the visit with the young people of Dunkeld Diocese other young people have taken forms and are considering their options. Cameron updated us on plans so far Fr Jim explained the history of the World Youth Days until recently he was the Diocesan Youth officer although this has recently been taken over by Fr M Chambers. Cameron will attend the diocesan Youth strategy meeting on 5th of June at St Matthews in Kilmarnock.
Fr Jim is the director for Youth for Lourdes and he and his team will soon be recruiting for the July 2011 Pilgrimage.
D) Children’s liturgy J Lawson, Parish Care Co-ordinator, stated that there have been extra volunteers this year Jean Byers and Catherine Lavell. The disclosure process was delayed due to the health issues and the consequent change of clergy. Fr Jim will prepare a letter explaining the disclosure requirements and welcoming new people; there are posters in Polish to advertise this. It was noted that the number of children has increased lately and that they seemed to enjoy the interaction with Fr Jim. He said that the children’s liturgy is a great ministry. In terms of child protection he reminded us that no adult should be left alone with children or vulnerable adults. In the hall adults should use the single toilet for the disabled instead of the communal toilets. 
E) Cry Chapel – Fr Jim reminded everyone that all children are welcome in the church and that we do not criticise crying or noisy children. The cry chapel is inadequate and unsuitable and does not reflect our parish ethos. After discussion it was decided that the confessionals and toilet should be modified to provide a more suitable parent and children facility. 
The main doors of the church shall be opened fully (notwithstanding weather issues)  and door bars hidden from view. People should be encouraged to chat in the porch before coming into church. 
Well done to F O’Brien and the Ninian Club for their continued hard work and success in preparing children for the sacraments they are having a celebration in June.
8) Papal Mass 16th September 2010 – Preparation for the Bulletin will be a Joint effort by the Bishops Conferences of Scotland, England and Wales. Soon parishioners will be invited to indicate whether they wish to attend. As every church has an allocation we will draw lots if demand exceeds our allocation. It should be noted that it will include at least a 2km walk though there will be shuttle busses provided for those who have indicated their need. This Sunday there will be the first Special collection to help with funds. Prayers cards will be coming in to schools and parishes, EWTN will broadcast the Popes Travels in full the Parish may be able to watch it together in the hall. There is a website advertised in the Catholic press. 
10) Galloway News contains an obituary of Canon Walls and information on the New Rite of Mass recently approved by the Vatican. It is hoped Pope Benedict XVI will celebrate the new mass when he is in Scotland.
11) Week of Directed Prayer Beatrice Gardiner spoke to this – it is too late to organise this for this year. It was suggested that a single day event maybe organised for St Teresa’s Parish.
12) Dumfries Christian Network – There will be a fun day including music workshops at the Barony College. As there are many event each month posters advertising them will be pinned up at the back of the church. Next meeting 2nd of June. 
13) A new sister is now liaising with E Woodman there is no other new information at this time. 
14) Spiritual evening for Readers and Eucharistic Ministers – This will be organised annually and will include all ministries and they will be recommissioned each year at Holy Thursday.
15) Changes to procedures for Eucharistic Ministers – B. Gardiner shared her concerns about inconsistencies in practice between different people. After discussion it was agreed that                     E. Woodman would provide Fr Jim with a note of current procedures then Fr Jim would arrange to meet to clarify procedures for consistent practice.
16) Forthcoming Diary dates – Whithorn Annual Pilgrimage – holiday dates for readers and Ministers of The Eucharist are to be given to E Woodman.
17) A.O.B.
 A letter of thanks has been received from Ian who has been studying for RCIA.
Microphone practice might be needed by some readers as the new microphone is more robust than the old one.
N. Caven remains as the parish secretary; however will not be attending the Presbytery on Friday afternoons anymore. Fr Jim is composing the Bulletin for the time being. Any items of interest may still be sent to either Nadine or to Fr Jim himself. 
Minutes of the meeting will be displayed at the back of the church.
Fr Jim reminded everyone that we are brothers and sisters in Christ and should be able to discuss and express our views without taking offence, in order to build on the work and spirit of St Teresa’s Community. 
Thanks to Paula for guiding us through such a busy agenda.
Date of Next meeting 24th June 2010
Meeting closed with a prayer and a hymn accompanied on guitar by R. Ferguson

